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dismal failure. The Frankfort Parliament melted away in
1849 > a Rump, composed of about 100 stalwarts, removed
to Stuttgart, but was suppressed by the government of
Wiirtemberg.

Many reasons might be given for this fiasco. The pro-,
ceedings of 1848 often served Treitschke as a text for attacks
upon German doctrinaires. The Frankfort Parliament
had made the mistake of transplanting English constitution-
alism to German soil, not perceiving that the English party
system was the product of local and peculiar circumstances.
From the first the representatives at Frankfort had been
divided into a large number of unstable groups and cliques.
Further, they had underrated the strength of monarchical
feeling in the German States. In Prussia, for instance, the
Hohenzollerns were the one great national institution ; andr
the sort of constitutionalism which the Liberals desired was
avowedly intended to make the hereditary sovereign a
cipher, a marionette whose wires would be pulled by a party
Cabinet. Not only had Frederick William IV. revolted
against the Liberal schemes for reorganising his dominions ;
he had refused the Imperial Crown on the ground that he
was asked to become the servant of a written constitution
and .a popular assembly. Despite his many blunders, he
represented on this subject the national sentiment; the
Liberals had outraged the traditions of the strongest States
in Germany. But above all they had not realised the
importance of material force. They should have begun by
securing the help of Prussia; and then they should have
framed a constitution which Prussia would accept, a con-
stitution making her interests identical with those of the
federation.

But such a constitution would not have been a federa-
tion at all. So, at least, Treitschke argued. Prussia could
never consent to be merely a member of a Bimdesstaat. Such
a constitution is only possible, he said, when the contracting
States are on a level of equality; only durable when they
are all democracies, as in Switzerland or Holland or the